
Bee Mentor
The Bee Mentor is an experienced, local beekeeper who is engaged by the 
school to help care for the bees. This is a very important piece to the overall hive 
health and to the success of having a Honey Bee Hive as an educational tool. 
The Bee Cause will assist the school in selecting/finding a Bee Mentor if needed. 
Bee Culture magazine is a good place to start. They manage a nationwide 
beekeeper list online that may be helpful in finding the right Bee Mentor for your 
school. Please visit the website: www.beeculture.com/find-local-beekeeper

ROLES AND  
RESPONSIBILITIES

1) Who is the Bee Mentor?

• Supports the Bee Advocate with getting their 
program started. 

• Has an interest in bee education.
• Currently practices beekeeping.
• Is involved with a local beekeeping group.
• Encourages and educates the Bee Advocate in 

his/her bee journey.

2) Locate the Best Hive Site

Best Location for Indoor Observation Hive
• Consult with Bee Advocate and School Officials. 

Take into consideration all points listed in Bee 
Advocate section, safety, and the health of the bee 
colony when selecting a space.

Best Location for Outdoor
Observation Hive

• Consult with Bee Advocate and School Officials. 
Take into consideration all points listed in Bee 
Advocate section, safety, and the health of the bee 
colony when selecting a space.

Top Bar Hive or Lanstroth Hive
• Consult with Bee Advocate and School Officials. 

Take into consideration all points listed in Bee 
Advocate section, safety, and the health of the bee 
colony when selecting a space.

3) Practice Hive Safety

• Thoroughly examine the hive and troubleshoot any 
concerns before the hive is installed.

• Establish and follow a routine for checking the 
hive is functioning properly, the seals are not 
compromised, the bolts are tightened, etc.

• Ensure your indoor and outdoor signage are 
posted in a visible locations.

• Review the Installation of Honey Bees video 
before installing the bee colony.

4) Source and Install the Bees

• Source the honey bees for the hive.
 - Observation Hive: The honey bee colony should 
be carefully selected to include a small nucleus 
of honey bees (with a gentle disposition) and a 
hygienic, marked queen.

 - Top Bar or Traditional Hive: The honey bee 
package should be carefully selected for gentle 
disposition and include a hygienic, marked 
queen. See Top Bar Hive Guide for more 
information.

• Ensure you have the correct number of frames and 
foundation for your hive.

• Ensure hive and all equipment is in good order 
before installing the bees.

• A package of honey bees can be used instead of 
a starter colony when implementing the Top Bar or 
Langstroth Hive grants.

•  Install the honey bees into the selected hive. 
See Installation of Honey Bees video for more 
information.

http://www.beeculture.com/find-local-beekeeper

